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I LETTERS TO ifI THE EDITOR |
What the text book change

costs,
CHARLESTON, W. Va., July 13.

[Editor The West Virginia^].While
the writer was speaking betore the
School. Book Commission on July 10 th,
be was asked repeatedly by Prof.
Armstrong, a member of the Commission,whether or not he knew that the
additional cost of school books on scoountof the proposed changes would
only be 2 per cent to each scholar,
md that the total expense to the peoplebecause of said changes would
amount to only $25,000. I feel that
this statement should not be let stand
unchallenged.

Realizing that 80 per cent of the
books have been changed and that
the exchange value is only 50 per
cent, I could readily see that Mr.
Armstrong's figures were so low as
to be ridiculous. However, admitting
his statement to be true, which I de-
ay, there are many aaitionai items ut

expense connected with a change in
school books, which greatly ad to Mr.
Armstrong's figures:
Thousands of children will go to

Bchool with the old books. Delay in
organization of the school and crip,
pllng of efficiency for the first weeks
of the term will be occasioned by tne
necessity ot securing new books. Supposethe loss per school room is only
$1.50 on account of this delay, we

would lose in dollars and cents, $12,000.
There are 225,000 school children

ready to begin the fall term. It is
certainly safe to say that an average
of one trip for every three children
must he made to a bookstore because
of the change of boohs. Tbis is extremelyconservative. These trips wllj
vary from a short walk to 10 or 12
miles. We then have the School Book
Commission causing 75,000 heads ot
Families to take half avday each from
their corn cutting or husking, in orderthat John and Mary may start
promtply with their classes. Figuringthis valuable time a t $1.00 each,
ve have a losf of $75,000.
School superintendents, teachers

and school boards must go to great
expense to notify the public of the
proposed changes. The actual expense
)f this publicity will certainly amount
:o two or tbree dollars per school, but
let ns be conservative and place it at

Ho" "no nr ilfl.000.
oiifiuviy luuio tu»u uuvi v*

Teachers on the average draw very
low wages. This Is especially true of
the teacher of the country schools.
Bach teacher must have a full set of
the books used In her school, and In
the rural school this is quite a library,
running from the little primer to the
boolca on grammar, history and civil
government. At a very low estimate
the 8,000 teachers would be obliged
to spend $5 apiece for books, even afterexchanging the old ones on band.
This makes $40,000. Here the exmusefalls most heavily on the .teacherwho Is poorest paid. A teacher
in a rural school with eight grades,
who receives $40 per month, must
spend In many cases nearly half her
lrst month's salary for this absolutelynecessary equipment
Let us assemble the figures:
Mr. Armstrong's 2c, ....$ 25,000
Lost of efficiency 12,000
Loss of parents'time.... 75,000
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Cost of publicity 10,000
Teachers' equipment .... 40,000

Total (102,000
This Is only the beginning. Many

other items of actual cost Till come
in and will swell these figures to
(300,000 or more. The confusion, the
poor teaching incident to the use of
new, untried, unfamiliar, and to the
best of my information, greatly interiorbooks are not easily reduced to
dollars and cents, but they represent
a very substantial loss, which is hard
to over-estimate.
The School Book Commission is requiringus to trade back a good, serviceablearticle, all wool and a yard

wide, for a piece of shoddy goods, and
is making us pay the school book companies50 per cent to boot. We are
not only out our money, but we have
poorer goods than before the exchange.
This is a period for economy, for

a lean garbage can, for a clean dinnerplate, for the wearing of the
clothes we laid away last year. Many
of our citizens will be forced to those
measures, others are adopting them
for patriotic reasons.
Many entire scLlools could get along

very well this year with the Identical
books used last term. The places of
those graduating at the end of the
term will be taken, in effect, by the
young pupils coming for the first time.
The equipment of the school, which
is the books, can be used again. The
School Book Commission tells ub, how.- J at-J- i_

ever, mat so per cent. 01 mm equipmentmust be scrapped tor 50 per cent
of its cost, and new equipment bought.

If a man is buying books for a familyof five Just let him figure on Mr.
Armstrong's 2c per pupil, and see
whether he can replace for the sum
of one dime the good bopki which
Mr. Armstrong and his aisociates
have thrown into the, scrap heap.
This Is not a mere trifle, ait Mr. Armstrong's.figures would lead us.to believe,but a tremendous low, for the

present year, amounting ip rood hard
dollars and cents to probably $200,000/

J. 8. DARST,
State Auditor.

M

" '"I""' 'l l)M

Editoiial Comment
on .Current Subjects

SOpD WORK OF THE RATIONAL
DBKEriBE wunvita

From the Baltimore Bun.
Those eminent representatives In

Congress whp vfU}t to drive the AdvisoryCommission of the Council of NationalDefense out of existence will do
well to ponder the statement of Mr.
Willard printed in The Sun yesterday.
If they do not, the American people
will,
The Special committee on national

Defense of the American Railway Association,which Is the organization
wherethrough all the railroads of the
country are working as one system duringthe war, Is to all intents and purposesa part of the Council of National
Defense. It works In co-operation with
Mr. WUIerd, who is chairman of the
transportation and communication sectionof the Advisory Commission.
This so-called Railroads' War Boand

has accomplished resnlta that border
on the marvelous. Sy mqkinj repairs
quicker, by heavier loading, by quicker
movement and other Improvsnente to

ng Accounts
encourego the small depositor,

sslbtHty of the large account of g

of 3M100 miles ot railroad to the roads
Of the Dotted States, an amount exceedlet the total mileage ot the rati- {
roads ot Great Britain ard nearly
equaling the total mileage of the rail- 1

roads of Germany. One railroad In
the month of April hauled 2.92 tons
more per ear than in April of lest year,
thus having on this one road the use ot
58,000 cars. The shortage ot freight
can in the United States wae reduced
during the month ot May from 148.000
to 105,000 ears. The principal coalcarryingroads in May of this year
hauled 142,000 more carloads ot bituminouscoal.about 7,000,000 tt.ns.than
they did in May, 1910. The daily averageof cars loaded with bltunr.irous coa]
increased 28.8 per cent, over that of a
year ago and 8.1 per cent ovoi that of
the preceding month. A complete
scheme of co-operation with the governmenthas been worked out, so that
preference baa been given to the move-
rnent of government coal and ores and
materials for munition and ether governmentmanufacture and to tl\e movementof government troop".
These figures' may mean little to the

average reader, but the point in which
he Is interested Is that through the
cooperation of the railroads and the
Council of National Defense the businessof transportation is better handledin this country today thai, it ever
was before.It Is handled better than
it could oe under any other conceivablearrangement.and that this transportationefficiency Is a vital factor
In ihe effective prosecution of the war.
The man who would undo 'he work
that has been done, or interfere with
it, may be theoretically a patriotic
American, but practically he Is an ally tof Germany.
What the railroad end of the De- :

a- J-I "

vuuutu is uomg in me maiter
of transportation Is being done by otherdivisions In the matters of munitionsand supplies and medicine and
other things. To abolish the Council
would be to abolish the most effective
of all the non-military agencies used
to carry on the work of the war. Littlewonder, then, that President Wilsonprotested so strongly againstthe proposition when it was incorporatedin an amendment to the Food Controlbill. *

Baby Night at the
Miller Playgrounds

"Baby Night" will be observed at
the Miller play grounds this evening
when a special program designed for
the entertainment of the babies and
their parents will be carried out underthe direction of MIsb Caroline
Barnes. The program will consist of
sand construction such as mouldingcastles, building cities, etc. Mothers
are urged to be present and to bring
the babies.
A special story telling program wilt

be given at the Tenth street ground
on Saturday evening beginning at
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